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"Development through Regional Cooperation" 
Program
Invitation to Grant Competition for Support Program for 
"Public Campaigns for Central Asian Networks/Coalitions"  
Association of Legal Entities "ARGO" Civil Society Development Association (ARGO) invites Central Asian network organizations and coalitions of non-governmental organizations (NGOs) to participate in a grant competition to conduct public campaigns* in Central Asia, under the "Development through Regional Cooperation" program.  This program is being implemented with the financial support of the U.S. Agency for International Development in the Central Asian Republics (USAID / CAR).
Goal of grant: Support for Central Asian public campaigns of networks/coalitions to promote the interests of target groups using case studies, public participation and constructive dialog with stakeholders (interested parties). 
Start date for applications: July 4, 2014
Closing date for applications: August 29, 2014
Grant implementation timeframe: not to exceed 9 months
Grant amount not to exceed $23 000
Prospective projects must address the following areas:
1. Establishment of an expert group and conduct of research in Central Asia in a given thematic area, development of recommendations for further initiatives at the national and Central Asian levels;
2. Development and implementation of an effective strategy for public participation at the national and Central Asian levels, with a eye to promoting recommendations from the network/coalition, via constructive dialog with stakeholders (key interested parties);
3. Demonstration of capacity and skills to conduct a public campaign, increase the level of interaction between the members of the network in the countries of Central Asia.  At least 6% of the recommendations generated must be considered in the decision-making process at the end of the public campaign.
ARGO will hold an information session on the grant program on July 14, 2014, at 15.00 in the ARGO office at: Republic of Kazakhstan, 050057, Almaty, 36 Jandosova Street. 
Additional advice and information will be available from ARGO on August 20, 2014 from the following contact: 
Association of Legal Entities "ARGO" Civil Society Development Association
Jamilya Dorombayeva, Grant Manager
Telephone: + 7 (727) 250 27 87, ext.120
E-mail: d.jamilya@argonet.org
3 documents are attached to this announcement:
1. General information on the competition;
2. Application form; 
3. Detailed budget form.
1. Requirements for participation in the competition
1. Existing Central Asian NGO network/coalitions with experience in implementing  network projects and conducting public campaigns are eligible to participate in the contest;
2. NGOs legally registered in the Republic of Kazakhstan; 
3. A Kazakhstani NGO must be member/leader of the given network/coalition and act as project coordinator and Applicant;
4. The participation of NGOs from Kyzylorda Region (Republic of Kazakhstan) and Khatlon Region (Republic of Tajikistan) in the network/coalition's public campaign is preferable, but not mandatory.
List of documents to be submitted by grant Applicants:
1. Completed application format in the format provided;
2. Resumes of key project personnel;
3. Copy of certificate of registration of the legal entity (not notarized);
4. Copy of Charter (not notarized);
5. Electronic version of completed budget (in Excel format, in accordance with the prescribed format);
6. Copy of memorandum of agreement between the Applicant's organization and key partner organizations from other Central Asian countries for joint project implementation (signed).
Applicants, including key partner organiations, must contribute at least 20% of the grant amount requested. Key figures for allocation of expenses/contributions must be submitted in the detailed budget. 
The organization's own contribution may be expressed in the form of either cash or in-kind contribution. A cash contribution means funds to be spent on implementation of the project by the Applicant or its partners. An in-kind contribution may take the form of: office space, equipment, transportation, volunteer work on the part of staff of the organization for implementation of the project, etc.
2. Application evaluation criteria
Prior to consideration by the Grant Committee, all applications will be reviewed for compliance with competition requirements.
1. At least 3 years' experience of work in a network organizations/coalition at the Central Asian level;
2. Absence of tax arrears on the part of the organization; 
3. All attachments to the application completed and submitted.
Applications will be evaluated according to the points system described below:
	1. The mission of the Applicant and network are consistent with the proposed activities                                                  
	10

	2. Capacity of the Applicant and network
	15

	3. Work experience of the Applicant and key partner organizations                            
	10

	4. The Goal, Objectives and Anticipated Results are logical and inter-related                       
	15

	5. The project is consistent with the objectives of the grant competition
	10

	6. The work plan is consistent with the project objectives                                                        
	15

	7. Realism and sustainability of the results and impact of the project
	15

	8. Budget lines correspond to the work plan and all costs are justified                                                                
	10


Terms of payment: ARGO, in accordance with established policies and procedures, will decide on the terms of payment and the payment schedule for each grant. 
3. Use of funds
Restrictions:
1. Direct costs (Internet, communications services, bank fees, etc.) - not to exceed 15% of the total grant amount;
2. Capital repairs on premises, purchase of buildings, structures, vehicles and high-priced equipment will not be covered under this grant;
3. Salary (for key project personnel) - not to exceed 30% of the total grant amount;
4. Consultants, staff members on the project and experts are not subject to this restriction.
4. Submission of applications
Applications must be submitted no later than the date specified at the beginning of this document. Applications will be accepted in either Russian or English​​ (one of the two). ARGO will not consider multiple applications from a single organization.
Organizations must submit a SINGLE completed application (of no more than 25 pages) and the required attachments (these attachments do not count against the 25 pages limit for the application.) 
Applications will be considered if received by post or e-mail by 18:00 (Astana time) 
on August 29, 2014. 
By post: ARGO will accept original applications and electronic versions in English or Russian ​​(one of the two), as well as the mandatory attachments 
at: Republic of Kazakhstan, 050057, Almaty, 36 Jandosova Street. 
marked "Public Campaigns for Central Asian Networks/Coalitions" competition, Grant Manager Jamilya Dorombayeva
By e-mail:  ARGO will accept scanned and electronic versions in English or Russian​​(one of the two), as well as the mandatory attachments at:
e-mail: d.jamilya@argonet.org
marked "Public Campaigns for Central Asian Networks/Coalitions" competition, Grant Manager Jamilya Dorombayeva
E-mails must not exceed 2 Mb, otherwise your submission may be rejected by our server. If the total size of files is greater than the size specified, applicants must split them into 2 or more files.
Please note:
( Following the Grant Committee's selection of the winning projects, ARGO will contract only the successful organizations, with unsuccessful organizations notified by e-mail. 
* A public campaign is activity aimed at the protection of the rights and interests of target groups (advocacy).
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